
 

  
Oral Language 

 
 
 

 
 

Overview of the Assessment 
 

“Proficiency in oral language is critical to the 
success of literacy development.  Teachers can 
guide oral language development by listening 
attentively to and observing children’s responses 
and interactions, by providing models of richer 
responses to guide children’s thinking, and by 
introducing new vocabulary.” 
      
 
(The Kindergarten Program, 2006) 
 
 
 

 
 

Expectations 
 

By the end of Kindergarten, children will: 
            (Language Overall) 
 

A. Communicate by talking and by     
      listening and speaking to others for   
      a variety of purposes and in a  
      variety of contexts. 

 
How to Administer the Assessment 

 
           
Most of these skills will be observed during regular 
classroom activities throughout the Kindergarten 
day.   
            

• Mark the score in the space provided (√) 
and calculate overall total. 

• A minimum score of 30 would indicate that 
a child’s oral language is developing in an 
age appropriate manner.   

 
 
 
 
 

 
Resources 

 
• The Kindergarten Program, 2006 
 
• Kindergarten Teacher’s Resource 

Book by Miriam Trehearne, 
Chapter 3  

 
• A Guide to Effective Instruction in 

Reading Kindergarten to Grade 
3, Chapter 3 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Kindergarten Assessment Package 



 



 



 

 

Kindergarten Assessment Package (Revised May 22, 2009) 

Oral Language Assessment 
                                                 

                                                       Student Name: __________________________ 
 
1. Willingness to start a conversation   
      Overall Language Expectation 1 

 
Child almost 
never begins a 
conversation with 
peers or the 
teacher and 
never keeps trying 
if unsuccessful at 
first. 

Child sometimes 
begins 
conversations with 
either peers or the 
teacher.  If initial 
efforts fail, he or 
she often gives up 
quickly. 

Child begins 
conversations with 
both peers and 
teacher on 
occasion.  If initial 
efforts fail, he or 
she will sometimes 
keep trying. 

Child begins 
conversations 
with both peers 
and teachers.  If 
initial efforts fail, 
he or she will work 
hard to be 
understood. 

1 2 3 4 
 
 
2. Communicates personal experiences   
     Use of language in various contexts 
     Specific Expectation:  Oral Communication 4 

 
To your 
knowledge, the 
child does not 
connect new 
information to 
what they 
already know. 

The child rarely 
offers information 
that connects what 
they already know 
with new 
experiences. 
 

Child sometimes 
offers information 
that connects what 
they already know 
with new 
experiences. 

Child freely offers 
information that 
connects what 
they already 
know with new 
experiences. 

1 2 3 4 
 
3. Asks questions for a variety of purposes   
     Specific Expectation:  Oral Communication 7 

 
To your 
knowledge, the 
child has never 
asked an adult a 
question 
reflecting curiosity 
about why things 
happen or why 
people do things. 

On a few 
occasions the child 
has asked adults 
some questions.  
The discussion that 
resulted was brief 
and limited in 
depth. 

On several 
occasions the child 
has asked 
interesting 
questions.  On 
occasion these 
have led to an 
interesting 
conversation. 

Child often asks 
adults questions 
reflecting 
curiosity.  These 
often lead to 
interesting, 
extended 
conversations. 

1 2 3 4 
 
 



 

 



 



 

Oral Language Class Tracking Sheet 
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